
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 
 

Overall Comments 
 
It’s really evident that you have enjoyed producing the work for this assignment. 
Your enthusiasm and focus is there to see. Your reflections and ideas for the 
project are well considered and thought through. Your idea development has 
been less ‘photographic’ the ideas and context have informed your visual 
approach and you have responded accordingly. This assignment has certainly 
developed your creativity and artistic practice. Use of the self-portrait appears to 
have given you a sense of freedom and allowed your ideas to grow. 
 
Research and reflection is excellent. It’s clear that you have been informed and 
inspired by the artists that you have looked at. Your critical analysis connects and 
has helped you to develop your work. 
 
This is a really positive submission and one that addresses some of the issues 
mentioned in previous reports. Your confidence and creativity has certainly 
developed. Keep up the excellent work! 
 
 
Feedback on assignment  
 
I can clearly see that you had great enthusiasm for this project and it is based 
upon sound reflection and research. It’s evident that you have learnt an awful lot 
and pushed your practice. Interpretation of diaries or ‘real life’ can be problematic 
but I think that in this instance it has helped you to discover a more personal 
approach to your work. In turn, this personal approach has helped you to 
experiment further and reflect upon your artistic sensibilities, areas that seemed 
to concern you before. Your artist research into the likes of Woodman, Kapajeva 
and Fox have been really beneficial. It feels like you considered the context and 
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idea of the work and put a precedent on this rather than the ‘practice of 
photography’ if that makes sense? This is a positive, bearing in mind the course 
title! You have allowed your ideas to flow resulting in a project that has an opinion 
and expresses your thoughts relating to invisibility and ageing. The resulting self-
portraits help to reinforce your narrative and position as an artist. The self-portrait 
actually feels like a logical step within your practice. You mention in your notes 
that this is a new direction but it feels like an extension and progression from your 
earlier work. I think that it has aided your conceptual and photographic 
development.  
 
Your contact sheets identify your progression and idea formation. They evidence 
the consideration that you have applied to your visual strategy. The final images 
are interesting and along with the inclusion of text successfully reflect upon your 
ideas. You have applied experimentation and creativity along with various visual 
approaches and locations. Your input has clearly been considered and focused. 
It’s great to see and feel that your personality has manifested itself within your 
work. There is playfulness and humor within the images but also a sense of 
serious contemplation and reflection. The subject matter is universal and would 
no doubt appeal to a wider audience. I think that the final images have a duality in 
that they could work individually but also successful as a series. The text and font 
connects them, it gives them a coherency. Your staged photographic approach is 
appropriate and helped you to produce some strong images. Image 1 and 2 work 
well with the silhouette, introducing the viewer to you the protagonist yet still 
remaining anonymous. Use of the steam in the bathroom is an excellent device. 
Image 3, again you have responded well to your brief, use of the distortion in the 
mirror allows the viewer a slight insight into your identity but holds back just 
enough to keep the suspense. I think that image 4, is the least successful, it’s a 
little too ambiguous and doesn’t offer enough information to connect with the 
viewer, It’s unsure has to how the image reflects upon the text. How does it 
connect to youthfulness and your internal thoughts, what is the viewer looking at? 
In some ways, image 5, and the use of the mask is the most obvious. The mask 
as device to question identity and visibility is an often (very) used device along 
with the quote. However, I think that you have used it in an interesting way and it 
works. The image is a strong portrait; it is subtle with attention to detail. The pose, 
whiteness and holding back the curtain gives it an intriguing quality, its 
mysterious! I really like what you have done with image 6. You have 
experimented further and the subject seems to have more cultural influences, 
again your pose is key to this. It feels more tongue in cheek and questions 
patronising commercials (my reading anyway!).  And finally your sense of humor 
comes through, again influenced by culture; it’s fun, mocking and a great 
conclusion to the series.  
 
Coursework 



It’s clear that you have really engaged with this assignment and coursework. You 
have showed great enthusiasm and focus, this is evident in your final outputs. 
Keep up with the great work! 
 
Research 
 
Evidence of research is excellent. It’s clear that you are engaging with artist 
references and these are informing your work. Your evaluations are clear, 
coherent and very informative. There is a clear connection between your practice 
and your personal thoughts; you demonstrate a great ability to learn from your 
critical analysis. 
 
Learning Log 
 
Clear concise and is becoming a good archive of information. It’s great to see that 
you are reflecting on course materials along with the suggested reading 
mentioned in my tutor reports. 
 
Suggested reading/viewing  
 
 
I think that you will find these artists of interest. 
 
Jo Spence: 
http://www.jospence.org 
 
Donigan Cumming (Pretty Ribbons) 
http://www.donigancumming.com/DC2012/PUB_prettyribbons.html 
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